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1. Introdu ction

Turkey and theEU hare had amore tha 40-yeareld cortradual
relationship, which was povided with a dear road nap on Deenber 2004
with the deision to opa up acesion ngatiations. It is now overone year
that Turkey and theEU have be@ siting atthe ngoatiation table. However,
while the talks are pgresing at a techical level, the plitical rdations
beween thetwo patners have sured ove a nunber of citical issues
including first and foenost thequesion of Cyprus.

" Pubication within theprgect ‘Andysing and Déaing the Fiure of EU Efargement —
Enlargement Roadshow in the Cze®eguhic, Pdand and L&via’ sponsored byhe East Bst
Program Partnership Begd Borders of the Open Sogidtstitute ad bythe BatoryFoundation.
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Currently, the highly-pdliticized Cyrus isue is a stamae and there is
little hopefor reaching an @reanent pror to the Turkish paliamenary
elections b takeplac in Novenber 2007. vergng fromthe satus quo, he
Turkish goverrment in pover snce2002 hasdllowed a proative and pogive
role in suporting the @cegance of along-lssting setlement on theisland
within the famework of the laest UN plan, the s-cdled ‘Annan pan’.
Turkish Cypiots too iowed heir gpproval ofsetlement by voing 65% ‘yes”
in the efererdumof 24 Apri 2004. Hovever, the pan wa votal down by the
Greek Cypiots, who wee atthe time asurel of EU nembership with or
without a etlement. To provide ©me conpersaion, the EU made wo
promises to theTurkish Cypiots, which it then fél shoit of keging: i) to
provide finarcial assigane wotth 256 nillion USD and ii)to esadish some
dired trade linkswith the Turksh Cypriot pa of theisland.

Given its onstrudive Cyprus poicy over he lsst yeas, the Turkish
goverrment nowfeds thd it has shown its goodwill and it & time for boh the
Greek Cypriotsandthe EU to redprocae. Withoutmeanhgful redprocaion,
PrimeMinisterErdo-an sates, afurther nove fromthe Tukish pat in no way
can bgudtified in the ges of theTurkish dtizens, whofeel irjustice has keen
done to theTurkish Cypiots. Forthe othe side the BJ, the openng of
Turkish pors and aports b Greek Cypiot vessek and phnesis Tuikey’s
contratud obligaton to fulfill the extension of the Turkey-EU Custons
Union to the 10New Menber States. Withut its fuffill ment, the ngatiations,
at least incettain chapters, camot proceed. Itis nowv expectedthat he isue
will be takled in the n&t Europen Cound in Decanber 2006.

Analystsarecurrently concetraing on the possbility of four scenario$:

i) The optimistic casewhere a ompromiseis found onhe Cyprus isue onhe
basis of corcesionsmade b Northern Gyprus to gve enough @om to the
Turkish gowermment to opa up ports ad aiports, ii) The neyatiations
chapers which diredly relate to the @goms Uron, ae supended,iii)
Negatiations ae dowed down, andhe EUgivesa ‘rendezvous’ to reevaliate
the gatus of ngatiations,iv) TheEU heds ofstdesopt for atotal suspasion
of the ngotiaions.

1 HE.R. Tayyp Erdo-an: Speech delivered at 2" AKP Grand Party Congress,
11 Novenber 2006 [http/ivww.akpartiorg.tr/].

2 For a deta#d discussion of the possible sagos, see K. HugheSurkey and the EU:
Four Scenarios: From Train Crash to Full Steam Ahead, A Friends of Europe Repoih
association wh Chatham House and the Eurapelnstitute of the London School of
Economics, September 2006.



4 Seda Domanicg

Although theastscenario i highly utikely since he sakesaretoo high to
risk, it is still interestng to olseve how he isue ofCyprus @n thraten the
future of a long-bBsing partership with long-erm mutual benefits. The
principle of pacta sund servanda, that prior cmmmitments must bekept, B
a highly cheishad value both in Tukey and in Ewpe. Therdore, both
parhersneed ¢ achereto ther promises and ebuild themutual trust hat is
neesay to keep up thenomertum of integraiion. However, in thecurent
cortext, trustcan ony be fogered if both sdesmarmage b shift their focus
towards mutually bereficial apecs of ths patnerdip and se he lager pcture.

In the nat partof the pper, I will try to higHight the areasof mutual
interestand point outvhatcortribution the Turkish accesion ®uld bring to
the Euopean Wion in these felds

2. Challenges in the EU-Turkey Relation ship

Both Tuikey and thé&U ae faced with similar global dalenges, thesdutions
to which can bebette found by worling togethe. In tams of dfedtive coping
with the numerous exgerties of taday’s world, hree arasstand out whee
a stble patnership béween theEU and Tukey would provepaticularly fruitful:
i) econonit competitveness,ii) managng diversty, andiii) globalseairity.

2.1. Challenge # 1. Economic Competitiveness

At the turn of the miennium, Euope set gelf an arbitious taget of
becomng the world’s most dyhanic and conpeitive ecoromy by 2010.
Given Euope’s $uggish praludivity and GCP growh rates in therecent
years,eeciadly compareal to the energng giantssuch a Chinaand Irdia,
today Euope looksvery farfrom reaching its objective.

In cortrag to the Euopean eonomc dowdown, Tukey has rade
a ranarkable progess shce 2001 bdt in tems of sugaining high lesels of
econont growthandachevingmacioeconort stebility. Theinflation rates
have keen relucedto sirgle dgits; the interest rates as wehs pulic sedor
deficit anddebthave leen lavered tosugainable lewels. At he same time, the
Turkish ecoromy maraged © grow @nstantly: by 7.6 per cet in 2005 andta
an amual average rate b4.3 per cemnfor the lastl5 years.
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Turkey did not only ackive $able and high GDPgrowth, but al®
improved it levels of pradudivity at a noéworthy pace.Accordng to the
reent surveg of Econonmst Intelligene Unit preental in Global
Competitiveness Report 2006, Turkey’s rankingin Globd Competiiveness
Index improved to 59n 2006 from71 just ayear béore.

Therobusftgrowthac@mpanial by macioeconont stability contrbutedo
a he#thy invesiment eavironment in Turkey with aresult ofa higoricalhigh of
9.7 bilion USD worth of Foreign Dred Investnent flowing to Tukey in
2005. This epresens an aount six imes hgher tha the yedy average of
FDI received by Tukey over therevious deade In thefirst 8 months of his
year, thé=DI flowing into Tukey has ben 12.4 biion USDand isexpeced to
reach 20 bilion USD by the end ofhe year Now, as INCTAD’s World
Investment Report 2006 indicaes, Turkey is raked 23 most dradive
degination for FDI in the wotd, up frombeng the 3% in 2005. Anong the
emergng markets Turkey is now he 7" most d@tractive FDI destination.

All the positve devebpnentsunderlnethevitality of the Turkish econony
and itspatertial for bringing much-neded dypamism to the ow-growing EU
ecoromy. Turkey now efoys a big, gowing, stble market with a dealily
increasng GDP, an exportoriened industral econony andrapidly devebping
information saiety. Whatadds ¢ this pcture s thestdus of human caital,
a cucid factor of produdion and gowth in @ntenporary eonomiesand Tukey
has a very important compardive advanage in this regad. Continuous
erhancenent of human caital hdps to povide thecurent and future bbor fore
with necesay skills and fecilitates the adopion of nev technologies
undeipinning the onditions or a sigained ecaomc growth. Theefore, it is now
widely aceptedhat he gowthin human cafial, aclievedby correct edicaional
and tréning polcies, aconpanied by faorabledenographictrends stand out as
one of themost indspenabletools ofsocb-emnonic developnent.

At themoment, aound 20 pecentof the Turkish poplation isbdow theage
of 10 and a demographictrendsshow, by 2020 theeccentige ofthe working
age poplation to thereg will reach ogimal levels If Turkey managedo erhance
this “denmographic gift” with correct educéonal policies and invesments
the Tukish human caital will be the drving force of sigained ecanormric growth
and stuctural change not only donegicaly but also egionally. Increases
in human capal woud alsofacilitate a faster acvergence wih the EU.

In conpaiison to ging Ewope, Turkey is not only rib in human erergy,
but it dso plays a criical role for Euope wth regardsto natral energy
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resour@s.lt is well-known that thedemand for eergy in Euope isincreasng
day by day. Bsecialy the prgortion of ndural ga within thetotal energy
corsunption isgrowing very rgidly relative to other @ergy soures.In fad,
as arecentstudy showsthe European ned for naural gas wil increaseby
160% unil 20302 Today Rusiais theleading provider of Europe’s néural
gas denands.This ove-dependenceprovesprodematicin severd ways: Firg,
corsidering the apid ircreasein demand, theRussian suplies energe as
increasngly inadequate Findngs revealthat while in the yeaR000, 67% of
European ga imports @me from Russia in the year 2020 tts rae will
ineviablyfall downto 35%? In thisrespet, theneed ér the dversification of
sumply sourcs, paticularly those fom Cenral Asia and he Middle East,
constitutesa critical concern Secondthis situationpointsto the necessityof
diversificaion of trarsit pahs toersure safeaaess to eergy. At the same
time, theincreasng dependece on nauralgas ¢ an ncenive forthe arch for
altermative erergy souces.

Given this bakground, it beomes gparent tha both Tukey and Ewope
shae a @ommon interestin building a dose cooperation with regardsto the
area of energy seurity, both in tems of dversificaion of supplies and of
aces. Tukey is paitioned & an @ergy coridor not only linkng the E&stto
Weg, but dso theNorth © South, chaneling the Ggian ad the Mddle
Eagern energy to Ewope ad to wortl markets Thus, Trkey is ateady an
important hub oferergy digribution and is rdevanceis continuing to growas
new multinational prgeds, which will have geopdtical repercussions for
decadesa come, are édcoming ealized.

The navly functional Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC)oil pipelineis aca® in
point. The 1,730 kiometerdong pipdine trangorts Azeii crude oil to
Turkey’s Ceyhan portia Georgia with an anual @padty of 50 nillion metric
tons, which roughy amouns to 1 bilion barels per dg. What is als
paticularly important dout BTCis thd it is indeed ndependent from the
conrol of OPEC ountries and Rissa.

Anothe significant multinational projed, Nabuco, foreses the
distribution of theCagian naural gas to Euwope viaTurkey, linking Central
Asian natrral ga reseves wth Central European ourtries. Naucco

3 Euopean Eergy and Tranport Trends to 2030. [ti://europaeu.nt/comm/dgs/
energy transport/figurs/trends_2030/1_pref_¢uf].

4 M. Hafner: Future Natural Gas Supply Options and Supply Costs for Europe,
[europa.e.int/comm/energien/gas_singlemarket/workshop_2002_11/exterr@mmission/
10.pdf] andRussian Energy Strategy in 2003 [www.mte.gov.ru/files/103/1354.stragy.pdf].
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Conpany Pipéne Sudy GnBH was bunded in dne 2004 andhe

stae-owned gasonpaniesof Greeceand Tukey amouncedheir interestto

start the costrudion of the first stage of the pilpee, which will have the
cgpadty to cary 31 lllion cubic meers of gas anually. Azerhaijan,

Turkmenigan, Kaz&hstan, Irag, Egypt and raybe Ira are anong the
candiatesour@ countres® One oher prgect worth mertioning rdates to the
extersion of wrrently adive Blue Stean naural ga& pipdine, now

trangoring Rusian natrral gas to Tukey. The prgect involvesthe etersion

of the line b Greece, thly and Fance ad alsobuilding a paallel line to

comectRussian gas o Israd city of Ashkabn. The Bue Stean pipdine has

the @padty to punp 3.2 bilion cubic metersof gasamually, and @joys the
potertial to nore tha qualruple tha amount®

It is egimaed that with the copietion of the pigline prgects, Tukey’s
Ceyhan portwill become the new Potterdam for trangortation of energy
resour@s b world markets’ Hence, Tirkey as a fiture menber d the AU
would supportEuropea enegy seairity both in terns of diversfication of
supplies and acess putes

2.2. Challenge # 2: Man aging Diversity

From its dart, the Ruropean Wion hasbeen avisiorary prgec of
acheving‘unity in diversty’ by bringingvariousnationdities andculturesto
work togethe towards conmon ohectives of peae and propelity. While on
the onehand th€ewropean poject is trying to progess by epousng the vaues
of multiculturalism, on the dber hand our cotermporary wolld is marked by an
increasing tenson between different religious and cultural world views.
A quick glane atthe arrent gbbal ®tting sugess thda one of he ngjor
asses of theUnion is hat itnow sands outs he stongestcardidateto se an
example ofsuccessfucoexstence.

The Tukish acesion inb the EUwould fuither ¢srenghen Euope’s
global ®ft powea and sibstantiate the ineraulturd dialogue béween the
ChrigianandMuslim populatons.In retuin, theEuropea Unionmenmbersip
would irrevocaby consoidate Turkish denocracy andrefute the claim that
Islam and deoaacy camot coexist. There are atadymore thanl5 milion

5 Available at: [http//www.botas.gov.feng/projectéallprojects/bigaria.asp]

& Available at: [httpf/news.bbao.uk/1/hiworld/europe4445158.stm].

7 See the article “A. Cal X: Ceyhan yeni Rotterdam olacak, Radical 23 June 2006. [httg:/
www.radikal.om.tr/habephphaberno=190966].
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Muslims living within the bodersof the BJ and heir nunbersareincreasng
daily. Thus Islam is increasngly an irtegral pat of the Euwopean alture.
Given this pespetive, the joning of Tuikey to the Etopean amily would
alo send asignal to he Euopean Midims thd ther cultural vdues are
conpatible with the Uhion.

The arrent Turkish governrment ha be@ adive in pramoting Tutkey's
role o foster respect ad dialogue béween I$amic and Wedrn seieties. To
this end in November 2005, e Prme Ministersof Turkey and Spai launded
a UN-bacled Alliance of Civilizations Prgect with an olfective to develop
instumentsand platforms to redu@ misundestanding betweenlslamic and
Christianculturesandto fight extrenism, intoleranceandterrorism Within
the framework of interalturd dialogue, he sucesful integraion of Tukey
into theEU, theintegraion of aseawlar butMudim courtry, which enbraes
common Euopean véues sich agesped for human dignity and righs, ruke of
law, would ®t an exanple of pacdul co-exigene in the divided and
problematic verld that we currently live in.

2.3. Challenge # 3: Glob al Security

A quick glane@ atthe rgjions siroundng Euope 4so siggess tha the
Turkish and European interess corvergewith regard to he seurity quesions
involving arassuch a theBalkans, Certral Asia and lhe Middle East. In
a reoort ernitled “Turkey as Bidgenead ad Speehead — mtegraing EU and
Turkish Foeign Poicy”, Emerson and ©ccicorcludethat “Turkey stand$o
be an urquivocalassetfor theEU’s extemal polcies” based on @&onbination
of “objectivefactois” and“normativearguments”® Some of tle statedddors
include“Turkey’s role ofa gegraphica hub for iegional @operation” and her
positioning to beome a forward basefor the EU’s scurity and déense
policy, for military logistics and the credility of the EU’s presnce in the
region”. Emerson and ©cci's analsisshowsthat he EUand Turlksh foreign
policies ae corvergent aad conplementary in theregions of he Bdkans,the
Black Sea, Cetral Asia,the Medteranean,Saud Arabia ard the Gulf As for
the forign poicy vis-Bvis the US ad the rst of he Middle Eat, he paer
argues hat the Turkish aaxd EU podions ae inaeasingly beoming
convegent aad conplementay.

8 M. Emersn, N.Tocci: Turkey as Bridgehead and Spearhead — Integrating EU and
Turkish Foreign Policy, Center folEuropean Polig Studies (CEPS) Turkdy Europe Monitor
No.7, July2004.
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In fad, Turkey, a réiableNATO ally sine 1952, kready cortributesto the
European scurity and déense poicy through a agrement, which dlows for
the paticipaion of non-BJ NATO dlies in the Eropean $curity and
Defense Poicy (ESDP). Within thisframework, Tuikey has s far paticipatel
in all EU-led nilitary operations, with the egegion of the opration in the
Repubic of Congo. Gien Tukey’s straegic locaion and bng-stading ties
with the neghboring courtries, Tukey suorts he EUeffortsto stdilize the
highly volatile regions, which indeed onstitute he lacus of Ewrope’s nain
security concems sub as erroism and illegaltrafficking of drugsarnms and
people

3. Turkish Perspectives on the EU M embership:

While it is very inportant to see the stegic implications of the Turksh
aaccesion into the EU in a larger global dert, it is equally inportant to try to
understand why so nmany peple both h the EUand Tukey fail to do so. A
the reent pulic opinion suweys reeal a delining sugoort for the
enlargament praes in the Ewopean Wion, aswell as in the andidate
courtries. Thefollowing partwill address this issue n more deail.

3.1. Turkish Public Opinion and the EU Mem bership

Traditionaly, the overwhelming majority of Turkish citizenshavebeen
supportive of the Turksh membership to he EU wheke agproval iates sbod at
around 60 to 70 pecent duing the peiod prior to 2005. In tems of
sacioecanomic gatus, he suport forthe EUhas ben highe anong the ber
educaked, the ecaonomicaly betteroff and the lss eligiously irclined
segnentsof the Turkish poplation. Asone aalyst sugyess, in acetain way,
the ohedive of the EUacesion ha bea “the glue tha binds bgethe
Turkey's key groups: theMludim denocras, ach-eallarists the amed
forced and thebusness.”

However, astiis the case with ahost all cadidate caintries, tie Tukish
pulic support for the EUhas ben comstantly declining sin@ thestat of
aces$on negotizionson3 Ociober2005.Accordingto theEurobaomete 65

® H. Grébbe:From Drift to Strategy: why the EU should start accession talks with Turkey,
http://www.ce.org.uk/pdféssayturkey hg_july04.pdf.
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of Spring 2006,the pecentge ofthe Tukish poplation who saw BJ
menbership & a ‘good thing” dopped downd 44% in 2006 amparal to
55% in te fdl of 2005. h fad, a nore reentsuvey showsthat dsdute
support for Turkey’'s EU nmenbership isnow down to 3.2% flom 67.5 in
2004 Accordng to thisstudy, 33.3 petentof the popilation are indifferent
to the nenbership, while 256 per @nt ae gyaing (in 2002, 1R per ent were
aganst themenbersip).

The delinein the Turkish support forthe EUmembership forthe nost pat
can beatributed to gpamllel fall in the tust forthe Lhion. An ovewhelming
majority, 78 per ent of he respordentsof A&G reseach, gatethat hey no
longer twust the Union and 76.5 pe cent bdieve even bugher n&
precorditions will be put foward to block he Turksh acesion. Thedecline
in trug levelsis dso gparent in he Eurobeometea 65 suvey resultswhere
there is a notavorthy drop in the rust felt in Tuikey for the European
Commission and the Euopean Rrliament.

Among the rasons ied for the isein digrustis theEuropean psition
vis-Bvis the isue of Cyprus aad Amenia, & wdl as counte&productive
anti-Turkish aces$on staenents of some Europea deckion-rmakes.
Of course low levels of information anong the Tukish pullic on howthe
EU works'! add to ths bleak pidure.Due b ladk of urderstanding of theEU
strudure, Turksareoftenincgpableof distinguishingoetweenthe peronalor
national staements of Euopean eackrs and thejoint gatanents made on
behaf of the EU.

As the Turksfed thatthe EUaaesion ngatiations ® far have brought
many more s$tks than carots, the overall image ofthe EUis increasngly
wegkened i Tukey, whee 43 percentdeclare to egard theEU postively in
2006 in corpaiison to 60 pecent in auumn 2005. For tha@ urkish peple, he
EU’s postive image s linked, athough to ads®r etent, to three ngjor
reasons:ecaiomc progelty (35% in gring 2006 and 41% autumn 2005),
sacial protedion (21%in 2006 and 32%n auumn 2005) and pece(24% n
2006 and 23%n auumn 2005), folowed by denocracy (18% in sping 2006
and 19%in autumn 2005) and altural diversity (16%in spring 2006 and 19%
in autunm 2005).

10 The research was catucted bya Turksh research companyA&G on 23-24 Sejgnmber
2006 in 32 Turlsh prounces through fae-to-faceinterviews with 2408 pegple. Theresearch
quesion asked whethreor not the repordent woould agreevith the folowing statenent:
“Turkey must alsdutely become an EU melyer.”

11 As Eurobarometer 65liistrates, ony 46 per cent oftte Turksh public feels that they
know how the EU works.
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3.2. The Turkish Political Class and the EU Integration

The Euopean acesion ha bea an irdispensbleohjective ofthe Tukish
pdlitical class, bolh of the &ft and the rght, for he last 40 yeas. However, it
has ben thecertre+ight AKP government which ha show the nost deisive
political will to undert&e comprehasivereforms to meetthe Copenhgen
criteria. While the epousal of BJ-related eform pracess has d&nded the
support bag of AKP to include more Western-orenteal citizensand hegbed
them to nake peace ith the rgulican irstitutions, it also has put AKP at the
centre of nationalist critiques.

Although currently noneof the major oppositon parties officially adopt
a Euro-regcionist positon, they nevethelessexploit the issue of acesson
negotigionsto gaingroundvis-Bvis the AKP. The nain patiesof opposition,
the cetre-left Rgpulican Peple’s Party(CHP), the cettre-right True Rath
Party (DYP) the Motredand Party (ANAP), and the Nanalist Action Party
(MHP) join thar forcesin criticizing AKP's European pdkies, which they
judge to betoo yieldng to Euopean equess. As suwnvey results show,
nationalist feeings ae in generd on the iseanong the Tukish poplation due
to a @mbination of factors sich aghe reemergenceof PKK terrorismand the
reentintemationa political maneuves surroundig theissuesof Cyprusand
Armenia. Gven thecurrent £nseseting and he delining pulbic support for
the Euopean case, AKP g@verrment, whch is toface gemral eletions in
November 2007, ha bea trealing a fine line beéween cotinuing the
negotiégion processandregpondingto its advesaies claims on “selling out
the ountry.” Thus despitethe fact tha Turkey’s integration into Europe ha
been e lorgestlaging pditical objective ofthe Repulican ea, d the arrent
stage tle Turkish political scene difers from a lack of leadrship rallying
behind theEuropea projed.

3.3. The Business Community, Civil Society and the EU
Integration

The Tukish busnessconmunity has ben one ofthe nost irfluertial
playersin forging a dose reationship béween Tukey and th€eU. Fiomthe
initiation of asscciation taks back in 196040 date the sipport of theTurkish
bushessconmunity to the Ewopean ausehas ben nore praounced han
any other dvocagy group. Turksh busnessasciations werethe first one to
try to explain boh at hone and broad theberefits of Turkish membership to
the EU As arly as 1965, the busess conmunity set up Eonomic
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Development Fouwlation to join in ther forces b foder abetter understanding
of Euope in Turkey and vie vesa. The pogive outome of theCugoms
Union béween Tukey and thé€eU (dfective sncethe bginning of 1996) or
the Tukish companiesand lager orporations ha futther srenghened he
bushess suport for the EU integraion praces, which beane
institutiondized throughthe acivities of leading enployee confalerdions
such @ TUSAD and TOBBas vell as theprincipal tade unbns sub as BSK
and H&-00

The dforts of the Turkish busness conmunity have onstituted a
exanple of he sgnificantrole hat theTurkish dvil society has myed in
fadlitating the stat of aces$on negotigions mainly throughlobbying and
awaenessraising adivities caried outboth in Tukey and in Etope. Fom
where we ge stanthg today, it is still the Turlsh civil saiety led bythe
bushesscommunity who arein the font lineof the sipport forTurkish entry
into the EU.

4. European Public Opinion and Enlargement

Amongthe Europea populatbnstoois a prevdent‘enlargenentfatigue’
and thisuneasnessbecomes &en nore praounced Wen it ®mes b the ase
of Turkey.Accordingto aSpetal Baromete 255entiled “At titudes Towads
European Uhion Erargement”, the feldwork for which was corducted
between Mach-May 2006 and theesultswetre published in July 2006, 45 per
centof the Buropeans verein favor of theEU enlargement in g@erd, whereas
39 per ent werein favor of Turkish acesion to he EU even if Turkey
complied with all onditiors set by the EU.

The Euopean pubc opinion is vay mud divided on theissue of
Turkey, varyng dramaticaly from one coutry to arother: Ausdtria,
Gemany, Cyrus, Geee and Luxenmbourg arethe leadng courtries of
opposition, wheeas in Span, the UK, Sweden, Sloveia, Pdand, Nether-
lands and Demark the majorities sugport the Turkish acesion. As a
gererd trend, the opaosition is higher anong the old renbersof the Lhion
(49 per ent) in conpaitison to thelO NewMenbersStaes @0 per ent). The
two nev menber dates, Bugariaand Raonania, ae in favor of theTurkish
membership. Wih regardsto the Bltic States, thesupport levelsals vary:
In Latvia, 35 pe cent arein favor (47 pe cent aganst), in Lithuania 33 pe
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centarein favor (42 pe cent aganst), while 47 percentof Esbniansarein
favor and only 23 per ot areaganst.

As the suvey illustrates,one of thengjor reasons bhind raher lowrates of
approval 5 agén the khck of information: 68 pe cent of therespordents
declare tha they ae not vell informed aboueriargement, whereas ony 30 per
cent feelinformed. To addto the case, eveif they are more iformed, he
Europeans n gererd (with the ecepion of Pdand and Malia out of he
EU-25)know and har nore dout the poblems ascciated with enlargement
rathe than he benéts.

Ecanomic fearsstand out aghe leadng stunbling blod to the sipport for
enlargemant, particularlyin ternms of delocalizationand laborimmigration.
Moreove, Europeas do not per®ive enlagemnent as a beneicial tool for
bette maragng glokalization and br erhanaeng Euope’s ple & a kg player
in global politics. In fact, many feas ascciated with the praes of
erlarganent £emto rdate to the €arof glohalization anong the Euspean
citizens.

5. Conclusions

As the above piare clearly ilustrates, neher the mpority of Turks nor
theEuropeaspereiveenlagenentasawin-win situdion. Thesurvey resilts
show hat both &lesfind the menbership nostly in theinterestof the oher
party, wheea only 30 per ent of Turks and 20 per ent of he Euopean
Union citizens bleve that efargement is of muual interest to both? Given
theinsufficient popularlevds of informationon the merits of enlagemnment—
realized and ptertial, thee isan eva more presng neal for exlaining to the
publicsbette thaternargement ha bea part ofthe ®lution to many pditical
and eonomic concems to amuch grate extent han it ha bea part ofthe
probdem. So fa, both theEuropean ad Turkish decsion-makess haveailed in
this regad.

The dove-prsened dizusson hasbeen anodestattempt to point outhe
fact that as prblems thathreatenintemational peace and q@sperity can be
tackled much nore dfectively by governaice sructuresthat unction dove

12 gSpecial Etobaraoneter: Attitudes Towards EU Enlargement, European Commission,
July 2006.
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the naional levd, on many frontsEurope neds Turkey as mch asTurkey
needsEurope.Cros-borde problans sud as érroism, wegons of nass
destuction, climate change emnomnic dowdown, aging &e dl globd risks.
Mutual needscan bemet only through buding a $ablepartneship béween
the EUand Turkg, through whit Turkey beomes 1illy integrated into the
Europea strudure. The dtainment of sich an olgcive requires primarily
sound, prudet and vigonary opinion éadeship n Turkey, aswel asin
Europe,much nore tha before
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